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CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 1731 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TC, BG 

SUBJECT: BANGLADESH PM TO VISIT UAE 

NEWLY-APPOINTED BANGLADESH AMBASSADOR ALAM TOLD ME THAT PRIME 
MINISTER MUJIBUR RAHMAN WILL VISIT UAE DECEMBEV 16-18 RIGHT AFTER 
BANGALDESH NATIONAL DAY CEREMONIES. MAJOR PURPOSE OF VISIT WILL BE 
TO TRY TO CLINCH LONG-TERM LOW INTEREST LOAN FOR BUDGETARY SUPPORT 
THAT GOB HAS BEEN SEEKING HERE. AMBASSADOR ALAM CLAIMED THAT 
GOB HAS BEEN PAYING FOR 400,000 TONS OF OIL IT HAS CONTRACTED 
FOR WITH ABU DHABI THROUGH THIS MONTH. HE SAID ADNOC WAS UN- 
WILLING TO GIVE BANGLADESH SPECIAL TERMS ON OIL SALES ON GROUNDS IT 
WOULD CONSTITUTE UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT FOR OTHERS. THRUST OF GOB 
EFFORT HERE HAS THEREFORE BECOME ONE OF SEEKING LARGE LOAN ON 
GENEROUS TERMS. 

STERNER 
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